THE WHITE HOUSE 


- ^SB€«gg» ' : Monday, May 27, 1968, 3:45 P. M; 

MEMORAND UM TO THE P RESIDENT * 'jj zj^ 

SUBJECTt X^echosXovakian Inflixence Seeping mto East Germany 

Communist officials in East G€rmaay are tmeasy about the effect 

■'-y^ ha vmg lit their C0uM |y^ 

East German Communist Party members are woadering about what S*#jH1) 
effect the changes in Czechoslovakia will have on their communist state. 
The following specific instances illustrate the extent a£ fee East ^Gerrnan 
commtmist leaderjs?^ problems^ 


h Communists returning to East G^rtxmnf from weekend trips in 
C^^echoslovakia report that the Czechs are saying their government ■ 
is now more democratic^ more huxnanej allows greater free speech.' 
One party leader suggested that only true commxinists be permitted to 
take vacation and weekend trips to Czechoslovakia bo that only a "clear 
Marxist viewpoint would be taken by East German visitors in di.scussions 
wiabL Czechoslovakian citizens^ *^ 

When the Chechoslovakian tour leader boarded a bus filled witih 
East German tourists at the border^ he greeted the oceupahts^'by saying, 
*^Mf dear followers of CJibricht^ you are now entering a free country*, 
;Kere you. can. esqpress your opinion freely and no one will lock you up* 

2* Persons living pu &e border are doubtful that the Soviet troops 
^in their .area are there, to' participate in a maneuver* as the ptess^ reports, 
but believe^ mat the Soviet fences have been deployed to the^Cst^ch frontier 
in an effort to control the changes taking place in Csiiechoslovakia. Some 
East Germans say they do not understand why th«r.lPropgf{^Bhoii4d\ij^^ 
' in: the internal affairs of Czechoslovakia* ^ ' '> '';t',V ''^^vj^ ? 

,.,3., Ma^y East Gernaans are listening to radio broadcast|^::^^igliiatlng 
..In Frague-^ecause %e^^d,oubt that th^y ^i^e gettii^g.th,e fact^ ^|$^e>-^' 
-Czecho^^l^vakian situalSon4ram East perman ^.tatitpns*''^'' ' ^' 


